Introduction
We have seen in Chapter 1 that the recent globalization of the world economy has been accompanied by an increasing tendency toward the relative concentration of world economic activity into the three subglobal regions, i.e., East Asia, EU and NAFTA, while strengthening the economic interdependency in each region. In particular, over the past three decades, East Asia has been growing the fastest, while the strength of economic interdependency within East Asia (in terms of intra-regional trade share) is approaching that of the EU. In this chapter, we focus on East Asia, and examine more closely the dynamics of its economy over the past few decades, paving the way to the panel discussion on the prospects and tasks of East Asian regional integration in Part II.
Specifically, in the following section, we review the growth and regional integration of East Asia in terms of macro indicators such as GDP and trade. Then, we examine the evolution of regional economies and industrial development in East Asia over the past few decades. The next section examines the diversity of East Asia in terms of various regional indicators. The final section concludes this chapter with a brief discussion of the future tasks towards further promotion of regional integration in East Asia. economic growth in the world. In this section, we examine more closely the economic interdependency within East Asia as well as that between East Asia and the rest of the world.
First, to show more precisely the structure of economic interdependency within East Asia, we add two lines to Figure 1 .3, and get Figure 4 .1.
One of two new lines in the bottom part of Figure 4 .1 shows the change in the intra-regional trade share of ASEAN-10 region from 1980 to 2003, whereas the other line shows that of the China-Japan-Korea region (North East Asia). We can see from the figure that the intratrade share of each sub-region of East Asia is much lower than that of the entire East Asia (which consists of ASEAN 10 and China-JapanKorea plus Taiwan and Hong Kong). For example, in 2003, the intratrade share of ASEAN 10 was 22.2 per cent, that of China-Japan-Korea was 25.8 per cent, whereas that of East Asia was 52.4 per cent. This indicates that although neither ASEAN alone nor China-Japan-Korea alone represents a sufficiently integrated region, the two sub-regions together constitute an integrated region with a strong interdependency. We can also see from 
